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24 Jungson JA-2 Preamplifier/
JA-100 Power Amplifiers

China has a flourishing high-end hi-fi industry, with
hundreds of small and large manufacturers producing
equipment that's never been seen in the West. This
Jungson Pre/Power combo, from one of China's
largest and best-known (at least in Chinal)
manufacturers shows that famous well-known high-
end marques in the US and the UK, and even here in
Australia, will need to keep on their toes.

34 pioneer DV-655A Universal
Player

Is there anything Pioneer's new DVD, DVD-A, SACD,
CD, MP3 player can't do? Intrepid reviewer Bryce
Swan made it his mission to find out, and what he
discovered amazed even him!

L2 Sonique 7.5 SE Mkl
Loudspeakers

At a time when most loudspeaker manufacturers are
cutting costs by buying their drivers ‘off the shel’
from unknown companies in South-East Asia, India
and China, Sonique is still using drivers built by
SEAS in Norway, a tiny company that is completely
owned and run by its employees, who take no short-
cuts whatsoever with time or materials, building what
are amongst world's most expensive drivers, mostly
by hand.

78 sonken M31 MP3 player/

FM radio/Voice recorder

Sonken's new M31 is a super-portable triple-function
unit that plays MP3 files, FM radio and also records
voice using & built-in microphone to its own internal
memory and/or optional SmartMedia cards. It's very
small and, despite a fgw wrinkles, its design and
operation are very wel Yought out. Reviewer
Stephen Dawson thinks the majors might have to
look to their laurels...

8 Audio News

Rega's newest P9 turntable is so good it's being
hailed as an LP12-beater, Pioneer says its new
lifestyle system is the first in the world with a
‘universal' DVD drive and OEL display screen, Sony
announces two new MD products, Dali takes over
DKI, Jamo releases its first A/V receiver, and SME is
once again available in Australia.

48 The Wheel Deal

Why is it that owners of expensive in-car audio
systems are so completely, totally different from
owners of expensive home hi-fi systems? Rod
Easdown has a few theories that he's more than
prepared to air...

50 Digital Restoration:

Turning LPs into CDs

After 20 years of CD, many audiophiles have tried to
dub their vinyl LPs to CD only to discover that it's not
as easy as it seems. I this article, Walter Steensby

distils his many years of experience into an easy-o-

follow guide that wil tell you everything you need to

know to make the process easy.

70 Happy Birthday Marantz

Saul Marantz may no longer be with us, but many of
his designs live on, having been re-engineered by the
company that still bears his name. This year, Marantz
turns 50, and it seemed like an appropnate time 1o
chronicle its many achievements and guess at the
future directions the company might take...

74 Kier cos!

We investigate widespread news reports that CDs
and DVDs can tear themselves apart whilst spinning
around, flicking off shards of polycarbonate sharp
enough to piece the player chassis and possibly
inflict grievous wounds on anyone unlucky enough 1o
be standing close byl

6 Editor's Lead-In

This month, the editor waxes lyrical about meeting a
bunch of Aksa enthusiasts and having a great old
time. And here we were thinking we'd got rid of him
forever, only to have him return to the office waving a
soldering iron, a few old valves and his copy of How
to Design and Build Audio Amplifiers. Next time, we'll
send the office junior...

82 Rock On

Fans of Machine Gun Fellatio should not read Kate
Haycock's review of Triple J's latest Hottest 100
album (Volume 100, no less!), but grown-ups who like
1o dance might like her review of Moloko's latest,
Statues. Also reviewed this issue are Gelbison's
1704, The White Stripe's Elephant, The Return of
Funk Phenomena, and Teenage Fanclub’s latest.

84 Super-Fi

This month, Dean looks at three disparate classics,
now available on DVD-A for the first time. Fleetwood
Mac's fantastic Platinum (18 x ) album Rumours,
Alanis Morissette's very recent Under a Rug Swept,
and the Doobie Bros' long-lost album, The Captain and
Me, one of the first four-channel releases in the world!
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